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Legal migration: 
Figures and trends
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Immigrations of foreigners in Belgium 2017
(Calculations: Myria – Sophie Vause / Source of data: Statistics Belgium
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Immigration Emigration Net-immigration

140,000 
immigrations

58 % EU

42 % TCN

139.815 legal immigrations of non-
nationals registered in Belgium in 2017



Composition of immigration flows of foreigners in Belgium, according to 
the region of origin in 1997, 2007 en 2017

Calculations and graph: Myria (Sophie Vause). 

Source data: Statistics Belgium
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Nationality of immigrants in 1997, 2007 and 2017

Table & calculations: Myria – Sophie Vause / Source of data: Statistics Belgium
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Third country nationals
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First residence permits (total) 
issued to TCN in 2010-2017, by year

56,246 first residence permits 
issued to TCN in 2017, by reason

Data source: Immigration Office (Eurostat). Presentation: IV
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EU-citizens and TCN - Family reasons 
52,066 first residence permits for family reasons
According to the nationality of the beneficiary (top 10 nationalities 2017). Source data: Immigraton Office. Graph: IV
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2017: first residence permits family reasons

Spouse
25%

Descendant 
born in 

Belgium…

Descendant 
born outside 

Belgium
40%

Ascendant 
3%

Belgian
13%

EU-citizen 
(other 
than 

Belgian)
53%

TCN
34%

According to the nationality of the person 
with residence rights in Belgium 

According to the affiliation between the person 
in Belgium and the family migrant (beneficiary) 

Source data: Immigraton Office. Graph: IV



Regularisation of residence status: 1.853 persons in 2017

Source of data: Immigration Office

Graph: 

2018 
(Jan - Oct): 

1277 positive 
decisions involving

2278 persons



Legal migration and 
integration: 
EMN outputs
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EMN ad hoc queries

Integration 

▪ Pre-arrival integration measures in 
country of origin (SI)

▪ Civic integration policy in relation 
to refugees (NL) 

Medical reasons

▪ TCN invoking state of health (FR)

▪ TCN applying for residence 
permits for medical reasons (FR)

Economic migration 

▪ Economic migration policy 
regarding Low Skilled Workers (IE) 

▪ The conditions of entry and 
residence of TCN for the purposes 
of EU Blue Card (SK)

▪ Support measures to facilitate the 
labour market entry of family 
members (EE) 



Approaches to 
unaccompanied minors 
following status 
determination 

EMN Thematic studies

Attracting and retaining 
international students

The labour market 
integration of third-country 
nationals
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EMN-study: Approaches to 
unaccompanied minors 
following status 
determination, July 2018 (p. 7)



Thank you!

Ina.Vandenberghe@ibz.fgov.be

Ina.Vandenberghe@myria.be
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